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have to be paid for. They could not be got without giving
something in return, and every power which might be
exercised by the federal Government with greater advan-
tage than by the separate Governments would involve a
corresponding diminution in the powers of the separate
Governments and Legislatures. In spite of the not very
friendly attitude assumed by Mr. Playford, the delegate
from South Australia, and by Sir J. Lee Steere, who repre-
sented Western Australia, the members of the Conference
unanimously agreed to take the necessary steps to induce
the legislatures of their respective Colonies to appoint
delegates to a National Australasian Convention, empowered
to consider and report upon an adequate scheme for a
federal Constitution. The New Zealand delegates were
unable to hold out hopes that their Colony would for some
years be ready to enter the proposed Union; but they were
willing to attend the proposed Convention,
The meeting of the National Australasian Convention
which met at Sydney in March, 1891, was of great impor-
tance, because now, for the first time, Australian statesmen
wrestled with the details of the subject of federation, no
longer confining themselves to general propositions; and
because the Bill that was the outcome of their labours to
a very great extent foreshadowed the proposals of the
Commonwealth Act of 1900.
Eightly or wrongly—rightly from the point of view of
future edification, perhaps wrongly in the interests of the
swift dispatch of business—it was decided that the Conven-
tion should sit with open doors, though the actual work of
drafting was done informally by sub-committees. The
Convention consisted of forty-five delegates from the seven
Australasian Colonies. Although, as has been already inti-
mated, the temper of the discussions was of a more radical
character than that of the discussions at the Quebec Con-
ference, there was for the most part the same determination
expressed to maintain .the British connexion. Mr. Dibbs,

